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able to fly to the moon or the farthest stars, but intermediate bases
which diminished appreciably the distance to be flown to an objec-
tive would still have enormous value.

On page Si we have an error concerning recent history. We are
told that the Maginot Line was "cracked," whereas the essence of its
fall was that it was turned. It was not assaulted at all until the
French counterattacking troops had been drawn off by the German
turning movement

We turn with relief to an error of a lessor sort which can be ex-
plained on the ground of mere looseness of statement On page 95
Seversky writes that the German conquest of Crete proved a. . . the
reality of pure air strategy as the basic component for conquest and
victory in our epoch." In fact it was not "pure air strategy1* at all, as
can be simply proved. Suppose that the Germans who landed on
Crete had been transported by sea instead of by air, and that their
artillery support had come from guns on ships instead of from ma-
chine guns fired and bombs dropped from planes. Clearly, such an
operation would not have been the work of "pure sea power** but
of sea power and land power combined, for without land troops it
could not have taken place. Whether the troops come by and are
supported from the sea or from the air does not affect the truth that
their success or failure after landing is the test of victory or defeat

As if this were not enough, on June 19, '42, shortly after the bat-
tle of Midway, Seversky wrote in the New "fork Herald Tribune k
propos of aircraft carriers versus land-based planes that ^events . . .
have clearly discredited the carrier and carrier based planes as strate-
gic weapons ... the American people, including Congress, ought
to look more carefully at this aircraft-earner business. They should
do so especially for die light it throws on the character of military
thinking which appears to still predominate on our side." Not very
long after these words were written, American carrier-based planes
began that succession of triumphs over Japanese land-based planes
which by the time of Japan's surrender had swept over so much of
the Pacific.

Another example of repeated inaccuracies by a distinguished avi-
ator was the case of that very gallant gentleman, "Billy* Mitchefl,
who commanded the A.E.F* air force in 1918 and would not have
dreamed of making an official statement in which he did not fuDy
believe. Alas, his accuracy did not always equal his good faith. Dur-